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Erik Weisz (March 24, 1874 — October 31, 1926), known professionally as Harry Houdini ( hoo-DEE-neg),
was an American escapologist, illusionist, and stunt performer noted for his escape acts.

Houdini first attracted notice in vaudeville in the United States and then as Harry "Handcuff" Houdini on a

tour of Europe, where he challenged police forces to keep him locked up. Soon he extended his repertoire to
include chains, ropes slung from skyscrapers, straitjackets under water, and having to escape from and hold

his breath inside a sealed milk can with water in it.

In 1904, thousands watched as Houdini tried to escape from specia handcuffs commissioned by London's
Daily Mirror, keeping them in suspense for an hour. Another stunt saw him buried alive and only just able to
claw himself to the surface, emerging in a state of near-breakdown. While many suspected that these escapes
were faked, Houdini presented himself as the scourge of fake spiritualists, pursuing a personal crusade to
expose their fraudulent methods. As president of the Society of American Magicians, he was keen to uphold
professional standards and expose fraudulent artists. He was also quick to sue anyone who imitated his
escape stunts.

Houdini made several movies but quit acting when it failed to bring in money. He was also a keen aviator
and became the first man to fly a powered aircraft in Australia.
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Houdini is atwo-part, four-hour History Channel miniseries written by Nicholas Meyer and directed by Uli
Edel. It premiered on September 1, 2014. The series stars Adrien Brody as Harry Houdini and features the
life of the legendary illusionist and escape artist from poverty to worldwide fame.
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Wilhelmina Beatrice "Bess' Houdini (née Rahner; January 23, 1876 — February 11, 1943) was an American
stage assistant and wife of Harry Houdini.
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Michael Drayer (born March 19, 1986) is an American actor. Heis best known for his recurring role as Cisco
on the television drama-thriller series Mr. Robot, Gabe on the television drama series Deception, and for his
supporting role as Eddie in Sneaky Pete. Drayer also acted in Vinyl, The Sopranos, The Following, Aquarius,
Timeless, and Louie. In addition to television work, he also appeared in The Wrestler, August Rush, and



Before | Disappear.
He also starsin season 3 of Hightown, playing drug dealer Owen Frawley.
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Who Killed Harry Houdini? is the second full-length studio album by Swedish indie pop band I'm from
Barcelona, released on October 14, 2008. A streaming version of the album's single, "Paper Planes’, was
released on Spin on July 15, 2008. It was co-produced by band leader Emanuel Lundgren, and Fabian
Torsson.
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Ferenc Dezs? Weisz (March 4, 1876 — June 12, 1945), known as Theodore "Dash" Hardeen, was a
Hungarian-American magician and escape artist who was the younger brother of Harry Houdini. Hardeen,
who usually billed himself as the "brother of Houdini", was the founder of the Magician's Guild. Hardeen
was the first magician to conceive escaping from a straitjacket in full view of the audience, rather than behind
acurtain.
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The Houdini Museum is located at Scranton, Pennsylvania. Harry Houdini appeared in Scranton and did
several specia challenges there. His brother, Hardeen, also appeared in Scranton and in its sister city,
Wilkes-Barre. The longest engagement of Houdini's career wasin this area of northeast Pennsylvaniawhen
he spent two full seasons with the Welsh Brothers Circus. Documents and | etters attesting to this are on
display in the museum'’s renovated 125-year-old building and on its website. Houdini performed at Sylvester
Z. Poli's theater for in Scranton, which was part of the Keith-Albee-Orpheum circuit at the time. Thiswould
later become the RKO Pictures circuit.

The Houdini Tour, show, and museum attraction is a popular Scranton attraction. The museum features
memorabilia, artifacts, mannequins and films of Houdini. The Houdini Tour includes a magic show. A tour
and show takes about two and a half to three hours.

The live show at the museum includes two nationally known magicians, Dorothy Dietrich and Dick Brooks.
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Houdini isa 1953 American Technicolor biographical film from Paramount Pictures, produced by George
Pal and Berman Swarttz, directed by George Marshall, that stars Tony Curtis and Janet Leigh. The film's
screenplay, based upon the life of magician and escape artist Harry Houdini, was written by Philip Y ordan,
based on the book Houdini by Harold Kellock. The film's music score was by Roy Webb and the
cinematography by Ernest Laszlo. The art direction was by Albert Nozaki and Hal Pereira, and the costume

Who Was Harry Houdini



design by Edith Head.

The film's storyline is afictionalized account of Houdini'slife. It details his beginnings as a carnival
performer, later as aworker in asafe factory, and finally hisinternational success as aworld-renowned
escape artist and stage magician. Following the death of his mother, he exposes various fraudulent mediums
in the spiritualist movement, while always hoping to make contact with her. The film also follows hislove
for hiswife Bess Houdini and his most dangerous stunts and stage illusions.
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Harry Potter is a series of seven fantasy novels written by British author J. K. Rowling. The novels chronicle
the lives of ayoung wizard, Harry Potter, and his friends, Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger, all of whom
are students at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The main story arc concerns Harry's conflict
with Lord Voldemort, a dark wizard who intends to become immortal, overthrow the wizard governing body
known as the Ministry of Magic, and subjugate all wizards and Muggles (non-magical people).

The series was originally published in English by Bloomsbury in the United Kingdom and Scholastic Pressin
the United States. A series of many genres, including fantasy, drama, coming-of-age fiction, and the British
school story (which includes elements of mystery, thriller, adventure, horror, and romance), the world of
Harry Potter explores numerous themes and includes many cultural meanings and references. Major themes
in the seriesinclude prejudice, corruption, madness, love, and death.

Since the release of the first novel, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, on 26 June 1997, the books
have found immense popularity and commercial success worldwide. They have attracted a wide adult
audience as well as younger readers and are widely considered cornerstones of modern literature, though the
books have received mixed reviews from critics and literary scholars. As of February 2023, the books have
sold more than 600 million copies worldwide, making them the best-selling book seriesin history, available
in dozens of languages. The last four books all set records as the fastest-selling books in history, with the
final instalment selling roughly 2.7 million copiesin the United Kingdom and 8.3 million copiesin the
United States within twenty-four hours of its release. It holds the Guinness World Record for "Best-selling
book seriesfor children."

Warner Bros. Pictures adapted the original seven books into an eight-part namesake film series. In 2016, the
total value of the Harry Potter franchise was estimated at $25 billion, making it one of the highest-grossing
mediafranchises of all time. Harry Potter and the Cursed Child is a play based on a story co-written by
Rowling. A television series based on the books isin production at HBO.

The success of the books and films has allowed the Harry Potter franchise to expand with numerous
derivative works, atravelling exhibition that premiered in Chicago in 2009, a studio tour in London that
opened in 2012, adigital platform on which J. K. Rowling updates the series with new information and
insight, and atrilogy of spin-off films premiering in November 2016 with Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them, among many other developments. Themed attractions, collectively known as The Wizarding
World of Harry Potter, have been built at several Universal Destinations & Experiences amusement parks
around the world.
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"Imprisoned with the Pharaohs’ (called "Under the Pyramids" in draft form, aso published as "Entombed
with the Pharaohs") is a short story written by American fantasy author H. P. Lovecraft in collaboration with
Harry Houdini in February 1924. Commissioned by Weird Tales founder and owner J. C. Henneberger, the
narrative tells a fictionalized account in the first-person perspective of an allegedly true experience of escape
artist Harry Houdini. Set in 1910, in Egypt, Houdini finds himself kidnapped by atour guide, who resembles
an ancient pharaoh, and thrown down a deep hole near the Great Sphinx of Giza. While attempting to find his
way out, he stumbles upon a gigantic ceremonial cavern and encounters the real-life deity that inspired the
building of the Sphinx.

L ovecraft accepted the job because of the money he was offered in advance by Henneberger. The result was
published in the May—June-July 1924 edition of Weird Tales, although it was credited solely to Houdini until
the 1939 reprint. Despite Lovecraft's use of artistic license, Houdini enjoyed the tale and the two men
collaborated on several smaller projects prior to the latter's death in 1926. "Imprisoned with the Pharaohs"
has been suggested as an early influence on author Robert Bloch and as anticipating the cosmic themesin
Lovecraft's later work, including "The Shunned House".
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